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Utahns Plan fREADom Forum at Millcreek Community Library

Salt Lake City, Utah
Wednesday, November 30, 2022, 6:30–8:30 P.M.
Millcreek Community Library, 2266 E. Evergreen Ave., Salt Lake City

Utah Alliance Coalition—in partnership with EveryLibrary, a national group that advocates for
supporting and funding libraries—will hold an in-person and online panel forum discussing book
banning in Utah. Peter Bromberg, the Associate Director of EveryLibrary and former Executive
Director of Salt Lake City Public Library, will discuss the current state of book banning, how
those efforts are expected to impact Utah families and schools, and why this issue is important.
Also available for contact is Utah Parents for Teachers, a parent-teacher support group based in
Davis County.

This will be followed by discussions from a number of local writers; current speakers include
former Utah Poet Laureate Paisley Rekdal,  Senator Kathleen Riebe will inform us about HB
374 and the application of the “bright-line” rule. We have scheduled a number of community
members to speak from their own, unique perspectives.

We know that Utah families value their freedoms, including having the freedom to read without
censorship by short-sighted politicians or extreme groups trying to impose their personal beliefs
on all Utahns. Restricting access to literature puts our students at a competitive disadvantage
and leaves them less prepared for success in the world. Most Utah families oppose government
overreach and mandates that deny public and student access to a wide range of diverse
literature, children’s books, and classics,* and disagree with the intentional attempt to scrub
library shelves of LGBTQI+ and BIPOC voices, perspectives, and experiences.

https://d.docs.live.net/207f490c386482e6/Documents/utahallaincecoalition.org
http://everylibrary.org/
https://d.docs.live.net/207f490c386482e6/Documents/utahparentsforteachers.com
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*According to a recent, national survey, 88% of Americans do not agree with book removal “if a parent
objects,” and “65% said it was important for public school libraries to represent a variety of perspectives
about controversial issues—even if it makes some people uncomfortable.” Cortez, M. (2022, Oct. 4).
American Family Survey: Are public schools the battlefield for the nation’s culture wars? Deseret News.
https://www.deseret.com/2022/10/4/23363910/
public-schools-battlefield-nation-culture-wars-book-bans-lgbtq-trans-american-family-survey
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