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Utah Communities Oppose HB 0215

On January 27th, the Utah legislature finalized a long time goal of a few extreme conservative groups by
writing into law a voucher system allotting public money to fund private education for a few. It was
signed into law by Governor Cox on January 28th.

Our combined citizen groups, all of them supporting parents, teachers and students, strongly oppose
this transfer of 42 million dollars of taxpayer money into private, for profit institutions. The absence of
this money will leave many students stranded in low-performing and underfunded schools. Our
students, our Utah families, would be much better served by allocating these resources where they are
needed to provide better educational outcomes in Utah public schools.

We believe HB 215 is a first step to further degrade our public education system. In the words of Allison
Sorenson, Marketing Director for Utah Fits for All and Executive Director and Board member of
Educational Opportunity for every Child, the point of HB 215 is to “destroy public education.”  In spite of
backlash from GOP leaders, we believe her. Knocking down public education through voucher bills,
benefitting only a few, is going on in several deeply conservative states, all with the goal of benefiting
those wealthy enough to afford the additional cost of privatization. It is harmful to all of us.

We believe the goal of public education is to benefit our community by educating our children to
navigate an increasingly diverse globalized economy. We believe an emphasis on diversity and
inclusion helps our children and our families learn from different cultures, backgrounds and
experiences. HB 215 allows for segregation of some of the most diverse and marginalized members of
our common community. This does not benefit individual education, nor does it benefit our community.
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HB 215 causes a great deal of harm to our public education, a harm that will be multi-generational.
Even with the best intentions of some, HB 215 heads us in the wrong direction. We support an
immediate repeal of this harmful legislation.
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